Wednesday, January 26, 2005 THE TORCH 75

Sport

Pocket rocket is shooting for the stars

By JAMIE PAMDARAM

JAMIE
PANDARAM

IT*S a mo-win situation
for Hussean Husssin, b
bie must face anciher me-
dincre opponent because
Onee .ll_.'.lil'l he has been
serewved by !'hﬁ:ﬂirl;.: FI-|'||i-
[

Husszesn (picturesd rsl.'_hn
was hoping to start 2005
with a bang - a world title
fight with World Baxing
Crrgamisatien  champion
Cmar Marvaez khad been
planned for this month,

Bui Narvascz's man-
agement placed such ri-
diculous options on the
fight contrncl, Husssin
wonkd  have  wvimuaally
been owned by the Ar-
gentinean if he had won
the hile.

Mooy Huassein, whe was
marreed o the end of
last vear amd has since
moved g a home n
Bankstown, will Fgh
hittle-knivvn Filipino Fe-
derico Catubay at Pan-
thers Leagues Club on
Febmuary 6.

“I'm not suppossd o

be fighting this guy, ['m
supposed 1o be fighting
for a world tibe,” Hus-
sein sand,

“1 didin't kawe a Chrisi-
mias or New Year™s break,
[ spezit all ey time train-
ing for a world titke
fight.

“And then o have it
pulled out like that is
very disappoanting.”

Hussein amd his man-
aper el Fenech rejected
the offer from Marvacr,
bhecause it was unreason-
able in every semse.

Marvaez's camp want-
ed full television rights,
and options on Hussein's
next three fights. They
wiknked 10 choose who
Hussein fought as cham-

peon
“Mobody would sign
that,” Hussein, 29, said

S0 mow he iz pioed
against  an  opponend
who would fall inte the
category st |'h;‘i.'1!¢|1'|il1}"
known &s “Thai cab driv-
er - fighters from Asin
who have a minuscule
chance of -.i.,'l:nr'r.' bk
who willingly risk their

e

CHES lE.

it on my bed.

time,”

THEY call her the “pockel rackel™, and 12%9cm S}'l‘nn.‘hli\'i
star Dena Christodolow is huntling towards standom at a furi-

The | 2-year-old of Padstow has reached Level 10 after be-
ing in Level Four just twao YEArs ago,

[renca also won an International Lesel 10 gold medal in the
beam event af the Reach for The Stars competition last De-
cemiber, her first major Wourmament ol that bevel.

“Theat wias the first medal I"'ve ever won.” Dena said.

1 was very shocked. | thought | wouldn’t get anything, the
coaches told us not 1o expect anything because it was our first

In fact, Dena had only been competing at Level 10 for five
mioniths befone '.:l.irmiug the !_'nr-;]

“I hope for the best and try my hardest,”

Hard indeed. Dena trains for 35 hours each week, on iop of
arbendhing school and siodying.

This vear she starts high school, although the selective ool-
bepe Westhelds Sports High wall make allvwances for ber 1o
train and stody effectively.

The youngster hat also sef herelf the Iculiﬂ'b."x‘l !:q:ql of all;
“I wand 1o get to the Olymipics in 2008,

By then she wall only be 16, huat ]u-:lginr_ by her r.'|pin.'|
progress the Beijing Games is well within her grasp.

shi sxid

[ hang

Dena Christodobow (lefl) with her medal and (right) during a perfermancs,

Hussein hungry

health for o free fight o
Australia and a few hun-
dn.'l.l |.||.I5|..lh.

If Hussein beats Catu-
bay, which is more than
likely. ot wall be sasd thar
he has just added another

“bum 0o has listoof vic
Limis

But what can he do?

Every time Hussein
cofmes chde o a htle
shad e seems o get fur-
ther away.

“l just have to stay as
busy a% | can,” he said

“I want to have about
five fights this year,

“If 1 have one or two
fights hopefully 1 can get
back up to number one

amdd b2 a mandsiory chal-
lenger.

“That ks how you pel
the champions 10 ﬁ!:hl
LLL TR | has to be manda-
lory, you can'i m.j:nli;n:.'
with them.

“Champs like Narvacz
are nnming scared.

Hussein has I‘-|'|II.L_']'|I: for
one world title, the WBC
I'|:u.1h¢ru.uighl CIOWT
against Thailand's Pong
waklek "Jr'-:my:-ngk_;ml. In
Bangkok i Movember
3,

Hussein lost by deci-
siom - his |'||1|_'9.' pmﬂ:a-
siomal loss an 27 hghis
= amd he's desperate to

avenge 1l this year,
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SUNDAY NIGHT -
. 00gm Sydney Mympic v Mue Cevily

(s st 5 i i |
6.00pm Parramatta Esgles v Bankstown Clty Lians
Ml St acis Eviiiey R
6.00pm Sydaey Untied v Rockdale City Suns

Sty ¥ 3 [Seiiay Bag
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Premiership Round 8
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SATURDAY HIGHT - 25MD JANUARY

T pm Pearith Nepean Uaited v Backbown City Demons
Copacsil, Fark (55 Blarys) Wikion 51 51 iy
T.00pm Central Coasd United v Boniyrigg White Eagles
Coeabral Cortd St acism Dlaver D, Corpldl

T.00pm 3 Geongps Saints v ALP.LA Leickhardt Thgers
51 Geore: Sladeem B9 Besla 5 Rorhdes
T.00pem anly Usited FC v Spdmey Credoest Slar
Crosmer Fark South Creth B Do Wry
T.00pm Mavconi SlalBang v Wolloagong Wolv
Mo Sladm Marron Plar Bosuey Pai

30TH JANUARY

R ol Fark

B-a-side 8-ball overs

ACTION INDOOR SPORTS BANKSTOWN
54 HOSKINS AVE, BANKSTOWN

PH. 9707 2617 hd
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MEN'S CRICKET "o

« BANKSTOWMN Lions drew 1:1 with Penrith
Mepean Unbted in the N5W Premier League maich
Inst weekend 1o nsove back up to fourth spot with
12 potnts. Last season's (odden Boot winner Mat-
thew Borg made his much anticipated retum for
Bankstown, While Borg failed to trouble the scorers,
teammate George Nohr hit a 20-yard screamer in

ihe & mnwle 10 cancel oul an earlier strike by

‘s Luke Tomach.

Basketball
* THE West Sydney Ranorhacks are at long odds io
madke this year's National Haskethall finals
werics afler kosimg their fifth match in n row Saiar-
da:.- Thc?‘ipm“m Ilurremrn matches znd
: For other resulis o go Ihﬂrn'.n].' if ihey are o
:'ll-.ll.-tl]'h:ph}'nl:lﬂ's Last Friday an undenmannesd I'-"i ]
bost 1o Townsville §19-96, and the next night mm;
beaten 107-90 by Cairns Thipans.

Cricket

* THE hard work of popular growndsman Warwick
Srar and all Bankstown cncket club officials is the
reashin Bankstown (hval was chosen 6o hold the Pura
Cup maich between NSW and Queensland from this
Friday, =0 well done tcam. Tickets for the maich,
MSW S 1000h, are £5 for adulis and 21 for children.

MEN'S SOCCER

5-a-side played on a double cour

LADIES & MIXED METE#LE'
Gra-Sido  SUMMER COMPE
] |__ Toe - ‘Wed Ladies

e Mized

Don't miss the Razorbacks final home game
at Liverpool this Saturday when they clash

with the New Zealand Breakers.
This is a MUST WIN for the

TICKETS FROM THE WHITLAM CENTRE OR
CALL 9740 6259 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

Fuﬂ-hhlnhnnﬁ'
razorbacks.com.au

Razorbacks as they sirive

CENTRE, LIVERPOOL

WHITLAM LEISURE

SATURDAY
29 JANUARY 2005
TIP-OFF 7.30PM
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